
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Spill Prevention and Response 

Prevention and Emergency Response Program 
 

SITUATION REPORT 
 

 
UINCIDENT NAMEU:  Savoonga Tank Farm Overfill USITREP # U:  1 
 
USPILL NUMBER U: 12389901901  ULEDGER CODEU: Requested 
 
UTIME/DATE OF SPILLU: 5:30 PM, January 19, 2012. 
 
UTIME/DATE OF SITUATION REPORT:U 4:00 PM, January 20, 2012.   
 
UTIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORTU: As the situation warrants. 
 
UTYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLEDU: The Savoonga Tank Farm Manager estimated that 3,600 gallons of 
#2 Diesel fuel spilled to the tank farm’s secondary containment.  
 
ULOCATIONU:  Savoonga, Alaska 
 
UCAUSE OF SPILLU: Day tank over-fill during fueling operations. 
 
UPOTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP)U: Native Village of Savoonga, IRA Council of Savoonga. 
  
URESPONSE ACTIONU: The Savoonga Tank Farm operator reported that a new employee opened the wrong fuel 
valve during a gasoline purchase and pumped diesel fuel into a full 6,000-gallon day tank, resulting in an overflow 
of diesel heating fuel into secondary containment. Savoonga village responders are using sleds and hand tools to 
remove the uncontaminated snow from the secondary containment, a bermed area with a liner underneath that 
surrounds the tanks. In addition, they are using hand pumps and buckets to recover the free product and transfer the 
fuel to 250-gallon totes and smaller drums.  
 
USOURCE CONTROLU: The source is controlled. 
 
URESOURCES AFFECTEDU: None. The fuel spilled within the secondary containment.   
  
UFUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONSU: Savoonga Village responders will continue to remove clean, 
uncontaminated snow and free liquids from within the tank farm containment. The contaminated snow will remain 
within in the secondary containment until spring, when an ADEC responder will be dispatched to the village to 
assist with the recovery of fuel from within the secondary containment. ADEC has requested that the source tank be 
measured for fuel loss and any fuel records be reviewed to assist in determining an accurate spill volume.  
 
UWEATHERU: Today – Mostly clear; areas of blowing snow; lows 10 below to zero; north winds 20 to 35 mph. 
 
UUNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNELU:   

0BIncident Commander: Francis Waghiyi  
S.O.S.C.:  Tom DeRuyter 
 

UFOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACTU:  Wes Ghormley, ADEC, 907-451-2164 
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1BUAGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST 
 

This sitrep has been distributed via email to the Governor’s office, Senator Begich’s office, ADF&G, ADNR, 
SECC, USEPA, USDOI, NMFS, USFWS, USFS and NOAA in addition to the following. 

 
 
AGENCY / 

STAKEHOLDER 
NAME SENT VIA ADDITIONAL 

INFORMATION 
TELEPHONE FAX 

Native Village of Savoonga      
Alaska State Troopers Nome Fax  443-2835 443-5840 
ADNR Gary Schultz/  

Melissa Head/  
Sean Willison 

Fax  HUGary.schultz@alaska.gov UH  
HUmelissa.head@alaska.govUH  
HUsean.willison@alaska.gov UH  

451-2732/ 
451-2719/ 
451-2724 

451-2751 
or  
659-2965 

ADF&G Al Ott/Jack Winters Fax  HUal.ott@alaska.gov UH  
HUjack.winters@alaska.govUH  

459-7285 or  
459-7279 

459-7303 

EPA Matt Carr/Robert Whittier Fax HUCarr.matthew@epa.gov UH or 
HUwhittier.robert@epa.gov U 

271-5083 or  
271-3247 

271-6340 

Attorney General Office  Cam Leonard/ 
Steve Mulder  

Fax  HUCam.leonard@alaska.gov UH  
HUSteve.mulder@alaska.govUH  

451-2811 or  
269-5100 

451-2985/ 
278-7022 

Governor’s Office 
(Fairbanks) 

Parnell/Treadwell Fax HUSean.parnell@alaska.gov UH  
HUMead.treadwell@alaska.gov UH  

451-2920 451-2858 

Lt. Governor’s Office 
(Juneau) 

Parnell/Treadwell Fax HUSean.parnell@alaska.gov UH  
HUMead.treadwell@alaska.gov U 

 465-5400 

North West Arctic Borough Siikauraq Martha Whiting Fax Mayor 442-2500 442-2930 
Senate T/ Nome Donnie Olson  Fax  Nome 5/16-1/09 

                   Juneau 1/10-5/15 
465-3707 465-4821 

House 39/ Nome Neal Foster Fax  Nome 5/16-1/09 
                   Juneau 1/10-5/15 

465-3789 or  
(800) 478-3789 

465-3242 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pooled diesel within the secondary containment 
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Response equipment used to remove uncontaminated snow from the tank farm 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


