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CONTAMINATED SITE PROGRAM http://www.state.ak.us/dec/

File No. 475.38.010

December 19, 2007
By Mail and Facsimile

Jim Kulas

Superintendent, Environmental

Teck Cominco Alaska Incorporated
Red Dog Operations

3105 Lakeshore Dr., Bldg. A, Suite 101
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

RE:  Approval of the “DMTS Fugitive Dust Risk Assessment Report”
dated November 2007

Dear Mr. Kulas:

The Contaminated Sites Program (CSP) within the Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC),
its term contractor Oasis Environmental, and its subcontractor Ecology & Environment have reviewed
the November 2007 “DMTS Fugitive Dust Risk Assessment Report”submitted by your consultant,
Exponent. DEC received the revised report on November 19, 2007 for our final review and posting on
our Contaminated Sites Program webpage.

Previously, DEC had provided you comments on September 8, 2005 on the “Draft DMTS Fugitive Dust
Risk Assessment Report” dated April 2005. These 500 plus comments included comments from DEC
as well as those by various stakeholders such as the National Park Service (NPS) who had provided
comments when we issued public notice and held a 45-day public comment period for the draft
document. These comments are also posted on our webpage. Between September 8, 2005 and June 28,
2007, DEC and Teck Cominco discussed the comments and information to satisfactorily address each of
the comments. Throughout that time period, many of the comments were satisfactorily addressed.
After the majority of comments had been addressed with satisfactory responses, DEC and Teck
Cominco entered into Comment Resolution to resolve the remaining comments. During Comment
Resolution, to facilitate a more timely review, a revised document with redline/strikeout changes
showing was made available by Teck Cominco via web meetings for DEC and its contractor to review
and provide further comments. Upon satisfactory completion of review and revisions to the red-
line/strikeout document, on October 30, 2007 we requested that Teck Cominco finalize the risk
assessment document. On November 19, 2007, Exponent provided the revised risk assessment report to
DEC for our final review. DEC posted the report on our webpage to allow for public review. On
November 20, Exponent provided several corrected figures, which we replaced in the previously
submitted document on our webpage.

Upon review of the document provided on November 19 and 20, 2007, DEC approves of the final risk
assessment report. As we have discussed, DEC is requesting that Teck Cominco provide to DEC a risk
management plan to address risks to ecological receptors that were identified in the report. The report
did not identify any current risk to humans. We also understand that Teck Cominco will be
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coordinating with various stakeholders on the development of the plan. While we understand that this
may require a number of meetings with the various stakeholders, DEC is requesting that a draft of the
management plan be provided to us by June 2008.

The draft and final risk assessment reports, as well as public comments on the draft risk assessment
report and other reports, can be found on our webpage at
http://www.dec.state.ak.us/spar/csp/sites/reddog.htm

In addition to these reports, within the next month we will be posting a Responsiveness Summary of our
review of comments provided by the various stakeholders regarding the draft risk assessment report.

Lastly, please provide DEC with two hard copies of the final report for our files.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please do not hesitate to contact me at 907-269-7578.

Sincerely,

Rich Sundet
Project Manager

cc: Scott Shock, Exponent, Bellevue, WA (by mail and facsimile)
Mark Schimschiemer, P.E., AIDEA, Anchorage
Sean Halloran, Hartig, Rhodes, Hoge & Lekisch, Anchorage
Paul Glavinovich, Nana Corporation, Anchorage
Marc Stifelman, EPA Region X, Seattle OEA-095
Patricia McGrath, EPA Region X, Seattle OWW-135
Meg Schlesinger, Northern Alaska Environmental Center, Fairbanks
Mike Frank, Trustees for Alaska, Anchorage
Amy Crook, Center for Science in Public Participation, Victoria, British Columbia
Robert Winfree, National Park Service, Anchorage
George Helfrich, National Park Service, Western Arctic National Parklands, Kotzebue
Marty Brewer, DEC, Anchorage
Tim Pilon, DEC, Fairbanks
Tom Chapple, Director A&W Division, Anchorage
Cam Leonard, SOA Dept. of Law, Fairbanks
Krista Graham, Oasis, Anchorage
Joseph Luther, Native Village of Noatak President IRA
Susie Page, IGAP, Noatak
Herbert Walton, Native Village of Noatak IRA
Lowell Sage, Jr., Native Village of Kivalina IRA
Colleen Swan, Native Village of Kivalina IRA
Bert Adams, Sr., City of Kivalina
Millie Hawley, IGAP, Kivalina
Walter Sampson, NANA, Kotzebue
Tom Okleasik, NW Arctic Borough, Kotzebue
Jackie Hall, Maniilag Assn., Kotzebue
Vanessa Salinas, Alaskans for Responsible Mining, Anchorage
Rosie Barr, NANA, Anchorage
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Pam Miller, Alaska Community Action on Toxics, Anchorage
Lori Verbrugge, Alaska Department of Public Health, Anchorage
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bec: Steve Bainbridge, DEC, Fairbanks
Jim Frechione, DEC, Anchorage
Sharmon Stambaugh, DEC, Anchorage
Carl Mach, E&E, Buffalo, NY
Stephanie Pingree, E&E, Juneau
Bob Tsigonis, DNR, Anchorage
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