
ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSERVATION 
Division of Spill Prevention and Response 

Prevention and Emergency Response Program 
 

SITUATION REPORT 
  
 
INCIDENT NAME:  Harold Kavelook High School Diesel Release SITREP #:  2 
 
SPILL NUMBER:  10399903601                       LEDGER CODE:  14283960 
 
TIME/DATE OF SPILL: 10:00 A.M on February 5, 2010 
 
TIME/DATE OF SITUATION REPORT:  4:00 PM on February 10, 2010 
 
TIME/DATE OF THE NEXT REPORT: 2:00 PM February 16, 2010  
 
TYPE/AMOUNT OF PRODUCT SPILLED:  Through fuel transfer records, employees of the North Slope 
Borough response team have estimated that 2000 gallons of number one diesel fuel was released to the secondary 
containment and down gradient to the surrounding soil and gravel.  
 
LOCATION:  Harold Kavelook High School, Kaktovik, Alaska 
 
CAUSE OF SPILL: Overfill of the school’s 2000-gallon heating oil tank resulting from valves being left open. 
 
POTENTIAL RESPONSIBLE PARTY (PRP): North Slope Borough (NSB) 
  
RESPONSE ACTION: The NSB has hired two additional responders to help delineate the spill area and help with 
the cleanup effort bringing the total up to five spill responders.  Removal of the contaminated snow has been 
difficult due to its’ hardened, windblown characteristics.  An estimated 550 gallons of free product was recovered 
from the secondary containment and five cubic yards of contaminated snow was hauled out to the lined containment 
area.  
 
SOURCE CONTROL:  The school’s fuel transfer pump was shut down and the fuel transfer stopped upon 
discovery of the tank overfill. 
 
RESOURCES AFFECTED: Soil and gravel surrounding and down gradient of the release.   
  
FUTURE PLANS AND RECOMMENDATIONS: An ADEC spill responder will oversee the recovery of free 
product in the secondary containment, the delineation of the spill area and the removal of contaminated snow from 
the spill area.  After these initial cleanup actions, the spill area will be assessed for further remediation measures.  
 
WEATHER: -10۫ F with 20 knot East winds. 
 
UNIFIED COMMAND AND PERSONNEL:   

Incident Commander: Pete Hopson  
S.O.S.C.: Tom DeRuyter  
Field S.O.S.C.: Paul Lhotka 
 

FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMATION CONTACT:  Tom DeRuyter (907) 451-2145 
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AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NOTIFICATION LIST 
 
This sitrep has been distributed to the following agencies and stakeholders.  The situation report was also distributed 
to the various agency staff listed on the standard distribution list.  The receiving agencies listed in the standard 
distribution list includes: Governor’s office, Senator Begich’s office, ADF&G, ADNR, SECC, EPA, DOI, NMFS, 
and USFWS.  
 

AGENCY/STAKEHOLDER NAME SENT VIA ADDITIONAL INFO TELEPHONE FAX 
AF&G (Habitat)  Al Ott/Jack Winters Fax   459-7285 or 459-

7279 
459-7303 

EPA Matt Carr/Robert 
Whittier 

Fax  271-5083 or 271-
3247 

271-6340 

Attorney General 
Office  

Cam Leonard/ 
Steve Mulder  

Fax   451-2811/451-
2914 

451-2985/ 
278-7022 

Governor’s Office 
(Fairbanks) 

Parnell/Campbell Fax  451-2920 451-2858 

Lt. Governor’s Office 
(Juneau) 

Parnell/Campbell Fax   465-5400 

Legislator (House 40) Reggie Joule (D)  Fax  Kotzebue 465-4833 or 
(800) 782-4833 

465-4586 

Legislator (Senate T)  Donnie Olson (D)  Fax  Nome 465-3707 465-4821 
North Slope Borough Edward Sagaan Itta Fax Mayor 852-0200 852-0337 
North Slope Borough Dan Forster Fax Planning Director 852-0440 852-5991 

 
 

 

 
 

An image of the 2000-gallon school tank that overflowed. (ADEC Photo taken 2/9/2010) 
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An image of free product contained in the secondary containment. (ADEC Photo taken 2/8/2010) 
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