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Agenda

• Background Lloyd’s Register

• Difference between Classification 
Approval and Statutory Approval

• Type Approval Process

• Questions
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Learning Objectives

• Understand the differences between classification and statutory requirements

• Understand the type approval process and how a ship’s classification would be 
affected by a through hull installation of new technologies or additional 

equipment. 
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Who we are

Lloyd’s Register provides independent assurance to companies operating
high-risk capital intensive assets in energy and transportation to enhance the 
safety of life, property and the environment, so helping our clients ensure 
safe, responsible and sustainable supply chains.

Lloyd’s Register is an industrial and provident society with members, not 
shareholders. Profits are not distributed; they are used to develop the 
business towards its mission and for activities and causes that benefit society.

The Group comprises charities and non-charitable companies.
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How we started

The Lloyd’s Register Group owes its name and 
foundation to a 17th century London coffee house 
owned by Edward Lloyd, a meeting place of 
merchants, marine underwriters and others 
connected with shipping. 

In 1760, customers of the coffee house formed the 
‘Register Society’ to examine merchant ships and 
‘classify’ them according to their condition. The first 
Register of Ships was printed in 1764. 

The early 1900s saw the Lloyd’s Register Group 
bringing its expertise to bear in other industries, 
particularly the energy sector. We also widened our 
services to include management systems 
certification.
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The Group at a glance

• Offices in 250 locations worldwide delivering services in 228 
countries and territories

• 7,500 employees of 90 nationalities

• 101 companies

• Celebrating our 250 year anniversary this year

• Four business divisions:

• Marine

• Energy

• Transportation

• Management Systems (LRQA)
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What is Classification?
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How Do Vessels Enter Class?

Vessels entering class:

⇒ New Construction
⇒ Transfer of Class (TOC)
⇒ Reclassification
⇒ Acceptance into Class (AIC)

In all cases a satisfactory survey must be completed against class 
rules and/or statutory regulations
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What is the difference between a Class 
Survey and a Statutory Survey?

• Class Survey – on behalf of a Society

• Statutory Survey – on behalf of a flag 
administration

• Classification requires valid Convention 
Certificates

• Statutory certification requires 
Classification
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Classification and Statutory Surveys

Safety Construction

Weather tight Integrity (Load Line)

Pollution prevention arrangements

Life saving appliances (safety 
equipment)

Manning, Safety radio

Fire Protection, detection and 
extinguishing

Stability

Structural strength of the hull

Safety and reliability of propulsion 
and steering systems

Effectiveness of essential auxiliary 
systems

Fire Protection, detection and 
extinguishing (PASSENGER <36)

Stability (as applicable)

Statutory CertificationClassification

LR Rules SOLAS, MARPOL, other 
International Conventions
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Material and Products Approval

• Design review 

• Type Testing

• Quality of Production

• Lloyd’s Register Type Approval

• Statutory Approval (MCA) MEPC 
159(55)

• Marine Equipment Directive 
(Wheelmark) Annex A1/2.6 Sewage 
Systems
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Design Appraisal MPEC 159(55)
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LR Type Approval
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Building a better business

Working together to 
improve safety and 
to safeguard the 
environment



Lloyd’s Register North America, Inc.

Questions


