
Tier 1 Implementation

The Department receives an application for a new or
expanded discharge Is the waterbody an ORW? Conduct Tier 2 ½

ImplementationYes

Does the waterbody
have available

assimilative capacity
for the parameter of

concern?

No

Will degradation
occur because of
the proposed
discharge?

Review alternative to the proposed discharge and evaluate technological/fiscal factors

Can technological
and/or affordable
alternative be
implemented to

minimize or eliminate
the discharge?

No

Can a permit with either
reallocation for the

parameter of concern
among the sources or with
limits that will require
meeting the applicable
water quality standard at
the end-of-pipe be issued?

Conduct public participation

Issue permit Document decision

Proceed with appropriate process
for alternatives Document

decision

Activity Denied
Document decision

No

No

No

Yes

Yes

Conduct Tier 2
Implementation

Yes

No

Activity Denied
Document decision

Yes
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Tier 2 Implementation

The Department receives an application for a new or
expanded discharge Is the waterbody an ORW? Conduct Tier 2 ½

ImplementationYes

Does the waterbody
have available

assimilative capacity
for the parameter of

concern?

No

Will degradation
occur because of
the proposed
discharge?

Review alternative to the proposed discharge and evaluate technological/fiscal factors

Can technological
and/or affordable
alternative be
implemented to

minimize or eliminate
the discharge?

Yes

Yes

Yes

Is lower water quality
necessary to accommodate

important social and
economic development as
determined through 208

Planning Process?

Conduct intergovernmental
coordination and public participation

Issue permit Document decision

Proceed with appropriate process
for alternatives Document

decision

Activity Denied
Document decision

No

No

Yes

No

Conduct Tier
1Implementation

No

Proceed with appropriate process
for alternatives Document

decision
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Tier 2 ½ Implementation

The Department receives an application for a new or
expanded discharge Is the waterbody an ORW? Conduct Tier 2

ImplementationNo

Can the discharge by
considered pursuant
to R 61-68.G.5.b?

Yes

Does the
waterbody have

available
assimilative

capacity for the
parameter of

concern

Will degradation
occur because of the
proposed discharge?

Yes

Yes

Conduct public participation

Permit issue Document decision

Activity Denied
Document decision

Activity Denied
Document decision

No

Yes

No

Conduct Tier 1
Implementation
consistent with
R.61-68.G.5.b.

No
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